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Memo Reveals U.S. Attitude on Rightist Juntas 


ON OCT. 17, three days 
after the adjournment of 
Congress and a week before 
full resumption of U.S. mili- 
tary aid to Greece, a middle 
echelon Pentagon civilian 
put on paper the hitherto 
unwritten doctrine of Wash- 
ington’s permissive attitude 
toward right-wing military 
dictatorships. 

The d-octrine was laid 
down by Harry H. Schwartz, 
former policy planner at the 
State Department and now a 
deputy assistant secretary 
for international affairs in 
the Defense Department. 
Implicitly, it equated the re- 
pressions by the military 
^ctatorship in Greece with 
actions by U.S. authorities 
to quell civil disorders. By 
this logic, Washington has 
no more business poking 
into the death of Greek de- 
mocracy than the Athens 
colonels have in telling 
Washington how to handle 
black rioters. 

With Congress in recess, 
the Schwartz doctrine has 
not received much attention 
on Capitol Hill. But those 
Congressional liberals who 
have read Schwartz’s words 
regard them as the first ar- 
ticulation of what is now 
U.S. policy and therefore a 
matter of profound impor- 
tance. 

INDEED, some students of 
foreign policy view the 
Schwartz doctrine as a cor- 
ollary of the doctrine laid 
down dn Warsaw by Soviet 
Party Chief Leonid Brezh- 
nev. Just as the Brezhnev 
doctrine asserts Moscow’s 
authority to intervene in the 
internal affairs of what the 
Kremlin grandly calls the 
Socialist Commonwealth, 
the Schwartz doctrine 
makes clear the U.S. will 
not interfere with extra-con- 
stitutional, totalitarian rule 
by Western governments. 
Combined, the two doc- 
trines paint the picture of a 
grim new world of Stalinist 
tyranny in the East and mil- 
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itary dictatorship in- the 
West. 

The Schwartz doctrine 
was unleashed through a 
press conference in Wash- 
ington Sept. 28 by Elias De- 
metracopoulos, an exiled 
Greek journalist and severe 
critic of the ruling military 
junta. Correctly predicting 
the resumption of heavy 
U.S. arms shipments to 
Greece, Demetracopoulos at- 
tacked the sham plebiscite 
scheduled the next day on 
the junta’s draft constitu- 
tion. 

Rep. Donald Fraser of 
Minnesota, a liberal critic of 
the Johnson Administra- 
tion’s foreign policy, imme- 
diately fired off letters to 
Secretary of State Dean 
Rusk and Secretary ^of De- 
fense Clark Clifford, asking 
for comment on the Deme- 
tracopoulos charges. A rou- 
tine, non-responsive reply 
came back from the State 
department; what iilumi- 
nated U.S. policy, not only 
in Greece but world-wide, 
was the Pentagon reply to 
Fraser by Schwartz. 

WHILE ASSURING 
Fraser that “we have repeat- 
edly urged the early return 
of the Greek government to 
a constitutional system and 
democratic processe s,” 
Schwartz wrote that the So- 
viet-bloc invasion of Czech- 
oslovakia “made clearer our 
priorities for mutual secu- 
rity.’’ He added that “NATO 
is once again closing ranks 
to maintain the collective se- 
curity of all,” then came up 
with this eye-opener: 


“We respect the efforts of 
individual members of 
NATO to solve their domes- 
tic difficulties just as they 
respect our efforts to solve 
our own internal problems. 
Addressing each point in 
Mr. Demetracopoulos’s state- 
ment would not serve that 
purpose.” 

These words were no slip 
of the tongue. High govern- 
ment officials have assured 
us that the Schwartz doc- 
trine of non-interference 
with military dictatorships 
represents official policy, 
exemplified by the quick 
embrace of the new military 
juntas in Peru and Panama 
and resumption of arms aid 
to Athens shortly after 
Schwartz’s letter to Fraser. 

In fact, working-level of- 
ficials in the State Depart- 
ment and U.S. embassies 
long have maintained fond- 
ness for military dictator- 
ships such as the Athens re- 
gime — a telltale sign of' 
which recently appeared in 
an article by ex-diplomat 
David G. Nes. 

WRITING IN the Balti- 
more Sun of Nov. 10, Nes 
disclosed that the Johnson 
Administration had been 
“quietly assisting” the 
Greek militan? government 
even though it “has publicly 
remained somewhat aloof.” 
What , makes this revelation 
important is that Nes, an ad- 
mirer of the Athens colo- 
nels, was reading the diplo- 
matic cables at the time of 
the 1967 Greek military 
coup. 

Those few high-level offi- 
cials in the Government dis- 
turbed by the course of 
events in Greece privately 
admit there is little chance 
of Greece returning to de- 
mocracy under the junta. 
With anti-junta feelings in 
Greece manifested recently 
by the mass outpouring into 
the street for the funeral of 
ex-Premier George Papan- 
dreous, Washington is in ef- 
fect relying on the ability of 


the colonels — remarkably ef- 
ficient, so far — to muffle 
public dissent. 

Nor is this policy likely to 
be changed under the Nixon 
Administration, particularly 
with Vice President-elect 
Spiro T. Agnew a vociferous 
patron of the dictatorship. 
So, Washington is reduced 
to hoping that over the long 
haul the seething Greek dis- 
content against totalitarian- * 
■ ism of the right is not trans- 
formed into Communist in- 
surrection where the 
Schwartz doctrine of non-in- 
terference could well be fol- 
lowed by armed interven- 
tion in force. 
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